
SUNDAY LITURGIES SACRAMENT OF WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

Saturday 4:30 PM RECONCILIATION As listed inside

Sunday 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Thursday 4:30-6:00 PM

or by appointment

WE WELCOME YOU TO SACRED HEART PARISH FAMILY. If you are new to the parish please introduce

yourself to Father Stan after Mass.  We would also appreciate it if you would come to or call the office

and register.  We need to know who you are so that we may serve you better.

SHUT INS

Please notify us of parishioners who are in the hospital.  If any parishioner is unable to celebrate Liturgy

with us because of illness or handicap, please notify the office so that we may bring Eucharist to them.

“Handicapped Accessible”

PASTORAL TEAM

Rella Bernabucci
pastoral assistant

John Crane
trustee

Larry Deraleau
deacon

SACRED HEART MISSION STATEMENT

“We the community of Sacred Heart are committed to serving God and each other 

through our faith in Jesus Christ.  We strive to do this through a joyful celebration of the

Eucharist, a spirit of hospitality, a commitment to community outreach, a sense of 

responsibility to others and through the ongoing nourishment of our minds and hearts.”

Donna Gessay
trustee

Ernie Golnik
liturgy and music

Sandy Rice
administrative assistant

Fr. Stan Szczapa
pastor

SACRED HEART PARISH FAMILY
550 Hartford Turnpike, Vernon, CT 06066-5000

(860) 875-4563                                                                          Fax: (860) 872-2535

Website: www.sacredheartchurch.net                                                 E-mail: info@sacredheartchurch.net

Established 1958 -
All Are

Welcome
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Readings for the Week 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22---4:6/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19---5:4/Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17 
 

Faith Formation & Youth Group News 
Faith Formation and Youth Group will NOT meet on the 
following days because of the New Year holiday:  January 2.  We 
will meet again on Sunday, January 9, 2011 at the regularly 
scheduled time. 

Young Adults Group Events 
SuperBowl Party 
 Save the date!  Sunday, February 6, 2011.  More 
information to follow! 
 

Youth Group Fundraiser 
The recent fundraiser for the Youth Group brought in $316 
that will be used to offset the cost of their annual retreat. 
 

 Winners of the prizes are:  
 Floral arrangement from Wildflowers of Tolland – 

Mary Oliver 
 See’s Candies – Greg Bates 
 Multifunction Radio – Michelle Farris 
 $50 Rave Theaters Gift Card – Joan Shaw 
 Dunkin’ Donuts Coffee Basket – Kate Armstrong 
 
Thank you to all who participated in the fundraiser or 
made a donation.  Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated! 
 

The Deacon’s Corner 

A new year is at my door. 
I wonder how I'll meet it. 
Will I let His grace find me 
and will I let Him charm me 
and will I let His truth possess me 
and will I let Him lead me 
and will I take His love to heart 
and fix my gaze on Him 
 
I wonder how I'll meet this year 
with this heart of mine 
so often gone astray 
so often found in desert 
 
Will I give myself the chance 
to rise and walk from sinfulness 
to return and find Him waiting 
to reach and know that He can heal 
to turn around and give up all 
and let Him be my treasure 
 
A new year is at the door 
my God is moving in again 
and just like winter snow 
He breathes my life full of freshness 

 
  Joyce Rupp, OSM 

 

Job Opening 
There is a part time support staff opening for Foreclosure 
Intervention Program at Catholic Charities, Diocese of Norwich, 
15 hours per week.  Duties include answering phones, provide 
brief program descriptions (will train), register participants in 
database, file reports.  Must be computer literate.  Requires 
listening skills and confidentiality.  Send letter of interest, 
experience to:  Search Committee, 331 Main Street, Norwich, CT  
06360.  Closing date- January 10, 2011. 

Retreat 
Start the New Year off on the right foot with a retreat at 
Immaculata Retreat House in Willimantic. Retreat Weekend for 
Men entitled “Riding the Storm with Jesus” – Friday, January 
7th to Sunday, January 9th. The storms of life can take many 
forms, but they all have one thing in common: the feeling of fear 
and loss of control. Can our relationship with Jesus free us from 
fear and anxiety? Join us as we discover that we, too, can learn to 
ride the storm with Jesus! Presented by retreat house staff. 
Suggested offering: $180. 
 

Welcome 
The parish family of Sacred Heart welcomes you! 
 
Whether this is one of your first visits with us or your first 
visit in a while; know that you are always welcome here.  
 
Whatever called you to be with us today; know that we were 
all called here once, just like you were. Pray with us. 
Celebrate with us. Walk together with us in faith. We eat 
together a lot; there’s always plenty of food and it’s always 
good so please join us for that, too. 
 
Above all, please let us know when there is anything we can 
do, any question we can help you answer, any need we can 
fill – anything at all that we can do to help you on your 
journey of faith.  
 



EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 

 

 

Pro-Life Mass 
On Saturday evening, January 22, 2011 at 7:00 P.M., there will be 
a solemn Mass at the Cathedral of St. Patrick. Rev. Msgr. Robert 
L. Brown, Chancellor, will be the Principal Celebrant and 
Homilist. All priests are invited to concelebrate and all deacons are 
invited to participate. The theme will be: “The Measure of Love is 
to Love Without Measure.” 

March for Life Buses to Washington – Pro-
Life rally at the Nation’s Capitol 

On Sunday, January 23, 2011 at 9:00 P.M., buses will leave from 
the Norwich Municipal Parking Lot (Exit 80, I-395) and travel to 
D.C. for the March For Life on January 24, 2011. The first stop in 
Washington will be at the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 
Bus fare is $58. If you are unable to attend the March For Life, 
please consider sponsoring a seat on the bus. For further 
information and/or to reserve a seat or to sponsor a seat, please call 
Margaret Becotte at 860-822-1362. 
 

Epiphany Chalk 
By Paul Turner 
 
 Some Christians bless their homes on Epiphany 
each year. With chalk, they write an inscription on the 
inside lintel above the front door. The series of numbers, 
letters and crosses changes only slightly from year to 
year. For example, at the start of the year 2011, the line 

reads as follows: 20+C+M+B+11. 

 The four digits designating the new year appear at 
the beginning and end of the line. In 2010, for example, 
the last number changed to a 10. Because Epiphany 
comes so near the beginning of the new year, the 
numbers represent an annual renewal of God’s blessing. 

 The letters have two meanings. They are the 
initials of the traditional names of the magi: Caspar, 
Melchior and Balthasar. They also abbreviate the Latin 
words “Christus mansionem benedicat.” “May Christ 
bless the house.” The letters recall the day on which the 
inscription is made, as well as the purpose of blessing. 

 The crosses represent Christ, whom we invoke, 
and the saintliness of the magi. The inscription is made 
above the front door, so that all who enter and depart this 
year may enjoy God’s blessing.  

 The month of January still bears the name of the 
Roman god Janus, the doorkeeper of heaven and patron 
of the beginning and end of things. This blessing adds a 
Christian dimension to the traditional observance of the 
first month. The inscription is made of chalk, a product of 
clay, which recalls the human nature taken by God’s 
eternal word in this holy season.  

 If you want to bless your home this Epiphany, read 
the opening verses of John’s Gospel, pray the Lord’s 
prayer, then write the inscription for this year above your 
front door with chalk. 

 
Copyright © 2003 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia 
St. #290, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505, Paul Turner, 
pastor of St. Munchin Parish in Cameron, Mo. 
 

If you think the Lord may be calling you to explore 
the possibility of becoming a priest or consecrated 
religious, or if you would like more information on 

discernment activities of the diocese please 
contact: 

Father Greg Galvin Director of Priestly Vocations 
201 Broadway Norwich, CT 06360  

Office Phone - 860-887-9294  
Email: vocations@norwichdiocese.net 

Website: www.god-calls.org 

Attention: Laws Change 
 

What Do I Need To Do To 
Get A Marriage License? 

 
If you are planning to marry, you and your spouse-to-be 
must appear in person at a local vital records office to 
apply for a marriage license.  The marriage license is 
issued to ensure that you and your spouse-to-be are 
eligible to be married.  You must apply for your marriage 
license at the vital records office of the town where the 
marriage is to take place.  
 
You will need to complete the marriage license 
application, provide identification and make a sworn 
statement that the information that you provide is true.  
You no longer need to have a blood test to obtain a 
marriage license in Connecticut.   
 
Once the marriage ceremony takes place, the marriage 
officiator will submit the license to the registrar of vital 
records of the town where the marriage took place.  The 
registrar will then register the license and place it on file 
for permanent record.  Once registered, the marriage 
license becomes a vital record and is referred to as a 
marriage certificate.  
 
 
Just a reminder the license is only good for 65 days from issue 
so the couple should not obtain a license too early.  We 
recommend no earlier than 30 days before the marriage.  The 
cost of the license is $30.00 and the cost per certified copy 
(vital record) is $20. 
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The Word of God  
This Week
Set time aside each day this 
week with other members of 
your household, with other 
members of your parish or 
alone to listen to and reflect 
on the living Word of God. 
Use these passages from the 
Lectionary that are assigned 
for Liturgy this week. Reflect 
on how the Lord is inviting you 
to a deeper union with him.

TODAY*
Isaiah 60:1–6

Ephesians 3:2–3A, 5–6
Matthew 2:1–12

MONDAY
Matthew 4:12–17, 23–25
“Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near.”

TUESDAY
Mark 6:34–44
 “You give them  

something to eat.”

WEDNESDAY
Mark 6:45–52

“Take heart, it is I.”

THURSDAY
Luke 4:14–22A

“Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.”

FRIDAY
Luke 5:12–16

“Be made clean.”

SATURDAY
John 3:22–30

“He must increase,  
but I must decrease.”

**Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord

The feast of the Epiphany of the 
Lord is also sometimes called “Little 
Christmas.” It is an extension of our 
celebration of the mystery of the 
Incarnation—the Word made flesh  
who came to dwell among us.
 This feast celebrates Jesus’ 
man festation. The Greek word 
epiphania means precisely a mani-
festation or a shining out. This is the 
moment anticipated by the prophet 
Isaiah who speaks to Jerusalem and 
announces, “Your light has come, the 
glory of the Lord shines upon you.” 
Jesus comes among us as light not 
only for the people of Israel but for 
all the nations. And Saint Paul is clear 
about the universal value of Jesus in 
the second reading from the letter to 
the Ephesians. Jesus is light for Jews 
and Gentiles alike.
 The Gospel account of the Epiphany 
contains two important details for 
our own journeys of faith. The first is 
that Jesus is revealed to those who 

search for him. The Magi, or wise men 
from the East, set out on a long and 
arduous journey guided not only by 
a star but by a hope of encountering 
the newborn King of the Jews. Their 
patient and persevering journey and 
search becomes a model for our own 
quest to encounter the Lord.
 The second detail has to do with 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Saint 
Matthew tells us that the Magi saw the 
child with his mother. She is holding 
him and presenting him. Jesus is 
manifested through the hands of 
Mary who presents him to the world. 
The Lord’s manifestation uses human 
instruments. We all have a part to play in 
His story. 

Jesus, Light of the Nations

The Epiphany of the Lord  Year A

January 2, 2011

The Faith  
of the Church

The Church believes that Jesus is the 
light of all humanity, lumen gentium, 
as the opening words of the Second 
Vatican Council’s Constitution on 
the Church indicates. The Church 
understands its sacred mission and 
purpose in sharing that light with all 
people, so that all humanity may be  
one in God (Cf. the Second Vatican 
Council Dogmatic Constitution on the 
Church, no. 1).

We are not alone on our spiritual 
journey. We, all nations move toward 
God. We seek Jesus not only with the 
wise men of the East but of the North 
and the South and the West as well.

Adults
How does my life reflect a true and patient 
search for the Lord? What sacrifices am I 
ready to make to pursue this search?

Children
Where can I look for Jesus and find him?

Questions  
of the Week

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)  
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.



Meditation 
Moment

S U G G E S T I O N S

A “puzzle page” in a newspaper 
showed a drawing of an outdoor 
scene. Beneath it was this question: 
“Can you find the girl in the 
drawing?” A close examination 
of the drawing showed the girl’s 
eyes and eyebrows concealed 
in a tree branch. Another branch 
hid her mouth and nose. A cloud 
revealed her flowing hair. After you 
discovered the girl, the drawing was 
never the same again. 

For reflection . . .
It is like that with Jesus. He is in our 
lives, waiting to be found. Once we 
!nd him, our lives will never be the 
same again. This raises a question: 
Why might I be !nding it hard to !nd 
Jesus in my life?

ONE DAY HE WILL COME. ONCE IN THE 
STILLNESS . . . YOU WILL KNOW . . .  
NOT FROM A BOOK OR THE WORD OF 
SOMEONE ELSE, BUT THROUGH HIM. 
 ROMANO GUARDINI

FROM VISION BY MARK LINK, SJ

In today’s second reading, Saint Paul 
speaks of the stewardship of God’s 
grace that was given to him for the 
sake of the people he serves. In 
other words, Paul is very conscious 
that an extraordinary responsibility 
has been entrusted to him. He is 
aware that God has revealed himself 
in Jesus Christ and that Jesus is a 
Savior destined for all people. At the 
same time, Paul is aware of his own 
responsibility to bring this message 
and, indeed, the very person of Jesus 
to those entrusted to his care.
 We can easily translate Paul’s sense 
of responsibility to our own lives. We 

are aware of Jesus, of the healing 
grace he brings to all humanity, and 
of the hope he o!ers everyone. 
This awareness is not given to us to 
safeguard as a private possession. Like 
Paul, we need to recognize that we 
are instruments of the manifestation 
of Jesus to the world.
 We do not need to think in dramatic 
terms. All we need to do is examine 
the circumstances of our lives, the 
places of daily living and work, and 
the faces of those we encounter on a 
regular basis. In these places and with 
these people, we can share—in what 
we say and do—Jesus who is light.

Responding to God’s Word . . .
Use one of these suggestions or 
one of your own to respond to 
God’s Word this week.

In the home. For a week, when 
family members pray together, 
at meals or at bedtime, pray for 
people in di!erent parts of the 
world.

In the workplace or in school. 
Identify and address one “dark” 
area of life at work or in school 
that could use the light of Christ.

In the community. Make yourself 
available through your parish 
evangelization committee to 
walk with someone who is 
exploring faith in Christ.

Lord, help me  

to stay on the journey  

in search of you. Help me  

when I am tired. Help me when  

I’ve lost my way. Help me when the  

destination is not clear. Help me  

when discouraging voices crowd  

out my hope. Lord, help me to stay 

on the journey with the sure 

knowledge that you wait for  

me and are my 

 final destination.  

Amen.

The Magi 

Tradition has given us the name 

of the three Magi (although 

the Bible itself does not say 

there were three) as Balthasar, 

Melchior, and Caspar. Again, 

tradition represents one as 

Caucasian, one as African, and 

one as Asian to underscore the 

universal value of Jesus,  

light of the nations. 

NIHIL OBSTAT 
Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Coerver, Censor Librorum
IMPRIMATUR 
† Most Reverend Kevin J. Farrell, DD, Bishop of Dallas
October 1, 2010
The Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur are official declarations that the material reviewed 
is free of doctrinal or moral error. No implication is contained therein that those 
granting the Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur agree with the contents, opinions, or 
statements expressed.

Author: Louis J. Cameli
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Carry this thought in your 
heart as a guide for your faith 
journey this week.

The Magi found Jesus and 
returned home to share 
the one they found with 
all those whom they met. 
Go out and share the One 
who has brought you into 
the light. 
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The Work of the Church 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
SATURDAY 
 4:30pm Mass: For Peace in the World 
SUNDAY     

 8:00am Mass: Robert Deschenes, requested by 
Sallie White & Family 

10:30am Mass: Ernest Golnik, Sr., requested by Art 
Martineau 

MONDAY   

TUESDAY   

WEDNESDAY   
 9:00am Mass: Terri Casavant, 1st Anniversary, 

requested by Pauline & Art Casey 

THURSDAY   
 9:00am Mass: For the Sick of the Parish 
 NO Sacrament of Reconciliation today 
 7:30pm Intercessory Prayer, Eucharistic Chapel 
FIRST FRIDAY  
 9:00am Mass: For the People of the Parish 
9:30am-4:30pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 4:30pm Close of Adoration 
 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
SATURDAY 
 4:30pm Mass: For All Who Were Baptized in 2010 
SUNDAY     

 8:00am Mass: For the People of the Parish 
10:30am Mass: For All Those In Whose Memory 

Christmas Flowers Were Donated 

Meetings 
SATURDAY   
 7:30pm Narcotics Anonymous, North Activity 

Rooms 
SUNDAY - Fellowship before and Pancake Breakfast 

after Mass  
MONDAY   OFFICES CLOSED  
TUESDAY  OFFICES CLOSED  
WEDNESDAY   
 8:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous, South Community 

Rooms 
THURSDAY    
 10:00am Bible Study, South Community Rooms 
 7:30pm Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book, South 

Community Rooms 
SATURDAY 
 7:30pm Narcotics Anonymous, North Activity 

Rooms 
SUNDAY Fellowship before and after Mass 

 



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

– BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parents please call three months prior to 

baptism date for an appointment with a 

Pastoral Team member who will detail the 

program for parents.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY –

Couples planning to marry take part in 

marriage information program at least nine 

months prior to the wedding date.

FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS –

October through May

Call 875-4563 for information

MONTHLY ADORATION OF THE 

BLESSED SACRAMENT – Oratory

The first Friday of each month 

– 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM

ROSARY – Oratory

Monday Thru Friday - 8:30 AM

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – Oratory

Thursday - 7:45 - 8:15 PM

PASTORAL CONDUCT –

To report sexual abuse by a representative 

of the diocese of Norwich, or for assistance 

to victims / survivors, call

800-624-7407 or

860-889-4455
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• Share your loving home environment 
• Stipends Paid Monthly • 24/7 staff support

(888) 424-4613 www.ivybridgegroup.com/signup

The Difference is Caring

40 W. MAIN ST., ROCKVILLE, CT 06066

860-875-9263
www.BeaconRx.com

email: hrhtd@4LPi.com for more information

ADVERTISING SALES OPPORTUNITIES

• Sales Experience Necessary
• Full Training
ª• Full Time with Benefits and Paid Expenses
• Unlimited Earning Potential
• Some Overnight Travel Required

LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS, INC.
MAIN ST. BUYERS

BUY SELL TRADE
Gold, Silver, U.S. Coins, Tools, Electronics, DVDs,

Gift Certificates, Computers

27 West Main Street, Rockville, CT
860-896-7441

PHONE NO. (860) 875-3800
FAX (860) 875-2121 • www.ctcrimelaw.com

PAMALA J. FAVREAU
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CRIMINAL DEFENSE • MOTOR VEHICLE 
DMV ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS

CRIMINAL APPEALS • PERSONAL INJURY
30 Lafayette Square (Rt 30), Suite 101, Vernon

• Specialize in Hunan & 
Szechuan Cuisine

• Full Bar Service
• Exotic Cocktails

Best Chinese - Tolland County
2010 CT Magazine Readers’

Choice Poll
519 Talcottville Rd., Vernon

860-872-1977 • 860-872-3693    
Fax 860-872-8056

LW1109

Rockville   860-875-6281

$1.00 Off Doz.Donuts w/Ad

83 Talcottville Rd., Vernon, CT
860-875-8318

36 Windsor Ave., Rockville, CT 
860-870-9986

• Jazz 
• Tap 
• Ballet

Beth Horr
Director, Choreographer

A warm & friendly dance for all ages

Colonial Square
860-871-1922

68 Hartford Tnpk. Tolland

FOR AD INFO. CALL 1-800-888-4574         © LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS INC SACRED HEART, VERNON 03-0266 OOCTOBER 4, 2010   8:51 AM

REIN’S
DEL I

860-875-1344

435 Hartford Tpke. (Rte. 30), Vernon

LADD-TURKINGTON 
& CARMON

FUNERAL HOMES
19 Ellington Avenue, Rockville

551 Talcottville Road, Rt. 83, Vernon

860-875-3536 1022

S.L. ZOCCO Memorials, Inc.

Monuments
Cemetery Lettering

Bronze & Granite Markers

860-242-5881
Next to Mt. St. Benedict Cemetery

242-7371
804 Blue Hills Avenue, Bloomfield1
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Mary A. Oliver Co. LLC
Insurance and Financial Services

For All Your Financial Needs Including IRAS

Annuities • Certified Senior Advisor

Call MARY for Appt. @

860-871-2126
In business/parishioner for over 30 years

(860) 647-8000
www.annemillerrealestate.com

Homes  Condos   Multi-Families Commerical
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1

“Visit our
website...”REAL ESTATE

TAX PREPARATION
Small Business Specialist

Personal Financial • Planning

KDL Accounting Services
Richard M. Marchesani, CPA, MBA

120 KATE LANE , TOLLAND, CT  06084

!/Fax  860/872-0155 ! 860/872-8780

Pietras Family Funeral Homes
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Philip M. Pietras Jessica A. Pietras

Small & Pietras 

Funeral Home
65 Elm Street

Rockville, CT 06066
(860) 875-0703

Burke-Fortin 

Funeral Home
76 Prospect Street

Rockville, CT 06066
(860) 875-5490

Coventry-Pietras

Funeral Home
2665 Boston Turnpike
Coventry, CT 06238

(860) 742-1255

Tolland Memorial

Funeral Home
375 Merrow Road
Tolland, CT 06084

(860) 875-1415

Licensed Funeral Directors:
Philip M. Pietras ~ Jessica Pietras

Robert J. Binkowski ~ Jennifer E. Arrieta
Jacqueline L. Teske

HOLMES WATKINS
Funeral Home Funeral Home
860-643-2441 860-646-5310

HOWARD M. HOLMES SCOTT B. HOLMES
RICHARD P. HOLMES MARK C. HOLMES

1
4
1
0

2134


