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PASTORAL TEAM Donna Gessay
frustee
Rella Bernabucci Ernie Golnik

pastoral assistant liturgy and music

Sandy Rice
administrative assistant

John Crane
frustee

Fr. Stan Szczapa
pastor

Larry Deraleau
deacon

SACRED HEART MISSION STATEMENT
“We the community of Sacred Heart are committed to serving God and each other
through our faith in Jesus Christ. We strive to do this through a joyful celebration of the
Eucharist, a spirit of hospitality, a commitment to community outreach, a sense of
responsibility to others and through the ongoing nourishment of our minds and hearts.”

SUNDAY LITURGIES SACRAMENT OF WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Saturday 4:30 PM RECONCILIATION As listed inside
Sunday 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Thursday 4:30-6:00 PM

or by appointment

WE WELCOME YOU TO SACRED HEART PARISH FAMILY. If you are new to the parish please intfroduce
yourself to Father Stan after Mass. We would also appreciate it if you would come to or call the office
and register. We need to know who you are so that we may serve you better.

SHUT INS
Please notify us of parishioners who are in the hospital. If any parishioner is unable to celebrate Liturgy
with us because of illness or handicap, please notify the office so that we may bring Eucharist to them.

"Handicapped Accessible”



SACRED HEART
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Tag Sale

The Youth Group wishes to thank everyone for their donations for the tag
sale. We also thank all who rented tables for their participation on the tag
sale. The support and encouragement received from our parish is very
much appreciated!

Atin: Faith Formation & Youth Group

Sunday, May 1st will be the last meeting of the 2010-11 Faith Formation
Program and Youth Group.

Registration forms will be sent to all families currently registered with the
Faith Formation Program.

If you would like more information about the Faith Formation Program, or
if you have a child preparing to enter the Faith Formation Program for the
first time in September, or if you're new to the parish and wish to register
your children for the Faith Formation Program, please contact Rella
(rella@sacredheartchurch.net). You may also contact Rella or Sandy at
860-875-4563.

Please Note

Rella and Fr. Stan will not be in the office on Thursday morning, May 5th
in order to attend a publisher's workshop and luncheon. The offices will
open at 12:30pm on this day.

Welcome to Sacred Heart!
The following people recently registered with our
parish:

John J. Joy

Joan L. Robinson

Eleanor A. Yonika
The parish of Sacred Heart joyfully welcomes these
newest parishioners as we look forward to worshiping
with them and getting to know them better.

Food Fast Results

The combined Youth Group of Sacred Heart & St. Maurice Parishes
collected $801.00 during the recent Food Fast that they participated in.
They wish to thank everyone who made a donation for helping them to
acquire this money. The $801.00 is being sent to Catholic Relief
Services.

Readings for the Week

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8

Tuesday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Jn 14:6-14

Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36

Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15

Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21

Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35

The Deacon’s Corner

This is the season of my Savior,
the One whom God raised from the dead.
This is the moment of resurrection
and I know it is the right time.

For I am coming forth,
coming forth from the tomb-
and just like my God risen,
I feel bonded with the world,
1 feel all brokenness brought into one.

I'm on my way to bless bread
with each of my dear friends;
I'm on my way to offer presence
to all those I meet on the road;
I'm on my way to bring resurrection
to all who need God's healing Life

Joyce Rupp, OSM

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
COUNCIL 4122

GIGANTIC

HANGING FLOWER PLANT SALE

MAY 7 AND 8
AFTER WEEKEND MASSES

$20 PER PLANT

IVY GERANIUMS
MILLION BELLS
SUPER TUNIAS

VERNON




SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Parish Restructuring Notes
VERNON DEANERY - FOURTH REGIONAL MEETING - APRIL 5, 2011

GENERAL MEETING
The meeting opened with the diocesan prayer for restructuring

Bishop Cote was introduced and began with a few comments about the pastoral
planning process, emphasizing its importance for the future of all our parishes. He
made it clear that he does not have pre-designed plans for any parish, but is waiting to
hear from the people of the deanery about what they want for their own future in the
event of some necessity in the staffing of parishes. Bishop Cote emphasized the
centrality of the Eucharist in our lives as Catholics, and pointed out that pastoral
planning is concerned with having the Eucharist available to everyone. He used the
example of St. Joseph Parish in Dayville which has found new energy and vitality after
being merged with two smaller parishes in the Putnam Deanery. He reminded
everyone that God is with us in this process, and that if we look at our situation
honestly and trust in God, we will be fine.

Members of the parish committees asked several questions. The first concerned
having laity as pastoral associates in our parishes. Bishop Cote commented that this is
not a new concept, but the questions of proper training and proper skills are essential.
Probably, this diocese could use an already established program, such as the one
offered through the Archdiocese of Hartford, rather than establish its own, but certainly
we are very accepting of having laity serve as pastoral associates.

Another committee member asked about he current situation of seminarians preparing
for the diocesan priesthood. The Bishop said that the diocese has six candidates
studying theology and six others at the college level. Although these numbers are not
“great,” they are good and a reason to be hopeful for the future. Bishop Cote pointed
out that the diocese has had some very effect ad campaigns, but statistics show that
thirty inquiries to a vocation office will result in one actual candidate. He pointed out
that our culture does not support the idea of vocations; also, in most instances, parents
no longer encourage vocations. This is an issue that needs everyone’s attention.

Another questioner asked if there were any plans for the reinstatement of the
permanent deaconate program in the diocese. Bishop Cote responded that in the
diocese we have about 60 permanent deacons right now, but we do not use them
properly. It has been pointed out, even by officials at the Vatican, that the charism (gift)
of the deacon is not governance in parishes, but charity. The permanent deacon is
intended to be the public conscience of the Church, pointing out to the community
those who are in need. Bishop Cote feels that we misuse permanent deacons by not
allowing them to be what they are meant to be. It is true that ordination allows the
permanent deacon to preach after the Gospel at the Eucharist, but for many other
activities, ordination is not a factor. Deacons are not meant to replace the priests. It
was pointed out that the question of the proper function of permanent deacons is being
addressed in several dioceses in the country. Actually, very few activities of the
permanent deacon require ordination. A bishop can give the care of the parish to a lay
person or to a woman religious. There are many ways to meet the needs of our
parishes. There is a commission in the diocese which is looking at the question of the
permanent deaconate program.

Another questioner asked about Parish Pastoral Councils in parishes that are yoked:
can the Councils be joined and work as one council? The response was that this could
be done, but such a step would be decided by the parishes involved, and never
mandated for everyone in the situation of yoking.

A committee member asked if there was any assistance available for parish Finance
Councils that might need guidance. The response was that the diocesan Finance
Office would be happy to provide assistance.

The next question of the evening concerned parish schools, and if there were any
initiatives underway to assist parishes with financing schools. Bishop Cote explained
that a committee set up to look at that question was in the process of making its final
recommendations to him. There is a plan being proposed for financing of schools,
since Catholic education of our children needs to be a responsibility shared by all our
parishes. Evangelization and the sharing of our Faith with the next generation is a
fundamental responsibility for all of us.

One committee member asked if priests from religious orders would be asked to take
over two parishes if that became necessary. Bishop Cote explained that the diocese
has contracts with the religious communities that send priests to our parishes, and

there is ongoing communication about these contracts. Certainly, there would be
conversations about the needs of the diocese, as this becomes necessary.

The final questioner asked if the diocese took any steps to protect the priests from
“burnout.” Bishop Cote commented that priests who are organized and comfortable
with collaboration and delegation usually don’t have the problem of burnout. However,
this is a personnel issue. It is important not to give any priest an assignment he cannot
handle.

At the end of the questions, Bishop Cote thanked the committee members for their
work in the pastoral planning process, and that he looked forward to receiving their final
recommendations.

CLUSTER THREE: St. Joseph, Sacred Heart, St. Maurice

Attending: Members of Parish Committees from all three parishes including the priests
from St. Maurice, Sacred Heart and St. Joseph

The cluster discussed the agenda questions as follows:

1. Points from Bishop Cote Remarks to bring back to Parishes

There was a brief discussion on which churches has brought information from these
meetings to their parishes. Sacred Heart has continued to bring all minutes to
parishioners while St. Joseph has not given much information out as yet. They have
plans to update the Parish Council.

2. Areas of Collaboration
The areas of collaboration noted in the March minutes was refined and changed
slightly as follows:

1.Youth Group -the idea of combining the youth groups from the parishes was
discussed noting that a larger group of youth would have a greater impact on
the youth of all the parishes. St. Joseph noted that their group is very small—
only about 8. They will be talking with their Youth Group Director about
combining with St. Maurice and Sacred Heart.

2.Adult Formation--Combining RCIA outreach and training was discussed briefly but
the logistics of how this would take place needed to be studied. All the
Parishes have some program of Adult formation including Bible Study and
Small Christian Communities. These can be noted to all the parishes via
church bulletins.

3.Common cluster weekly bulletin. It was decided that it would be better to start this
collaboration by placing news of all three parishes in all of the three parish
bulletins as a first step. All parishes have their bulletins on their web sites and
it would be relatively easy for news to be drawn from each of these sources to
include in the weekly bulletins of all three parishes. If or when a Parish is
without a Priest or if two of the parishes are without a priest, it was decided to
implement one bulletin for all three parishes (perhaps under a name for the
cluster as indicated in the March minutes.)

3. How would cluster operate if one parish in the cluster is with a priest
including no administration personnel?

The cluster continued its discussion from last month. It was noted that there are three
parishes with four priests (and one Deacon).  The thoughts were to look just at the
numbers of priests and not particularly at where the priest is located. If one priest left
from St. Maurice or Sacred Heart, there would still be three priests for three parishes.
If one left from St. Joseph, given the current contract with the Pauline Fathers, another
one would be assigned. Therefore, the first change that might have to be looked at is
the number of Masses and the times that they would be presented at all three parishes.

4. How would Cluster operate if two parishes are without a priest or
administrative personnel?

There was not time to discuss this issue. There is an expectation that Sacred Heart
and St Maurice’s past yoking could provide the blueprint for a plan for the cluster to
review.

5. What information will be brought back the individual parishes about this
meeting?

There was not much time left to discuss this question. Sacred Heart and St. Maurice
already have published the minutes in their bulletins. St. Joseph will be speaking with
its Parish Council in the following week.
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The Word of God
This Week

Set time aside each day this
week with other members of
your household, with other
members of your parish or
alone to listen to and reflect
on the living Word of God.
Use these passages from the
Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect
on how the Lord is inviting you
to a deeper union with him.

Acts 2:42-47
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

MONDAY

John 3:1-8
“. .. no one can see the
kingdom of God without being
born from above.”

TUESDAY™"

John 14:6-14
“I am the way, and the truth,
and the life.”

WEDNESDAY

John 3:16-21
“... God did not send the Son
into the world to condemn . ..”

THURSDAY

John 3:31-36
“... he gives the Spirit
without measure.”

FRIDAY

John 6:1-15
“Gather up the fragments. . .
so that nothing may be lost.”

SATURDAY

John 6:16-21

“Itis I; do not be afraid.”
*Divine Mercy Sunday
**Feast of Saint Philip and Saint James

Coincidence
and the Holy Spirit

Edwin Booth was one of the greatest
actors of the American theater. Yet,
despite his fame, he lived his life with
the dishonor that his younger brother,
John Wilkes Booth, had assassinated
President Abraham Lincoln.

One day, late in his life, Edwin Booth
was waiting for a train in Jersey City. There
was a disturbance on the platform, and
Booth saw that a tall, young man was
being shoved by the crowd onto the
tracks just as a train was approaching.
Booth dropped his suitcase and ran
immediately to pull the man away from
the train, certainly saving his life. As the
two men began to talk, Booth found
to his amazement that the young man
whose life he had just saved was Robert
Todd Lincoln, the eldest son of Abraham
Lincoln.

Events whose probability are a million
to one are often called coincidences.

People of faith, however, are able to see
them from another perspective.

Jesus, in today’s Gospel, breathes
on the disciples, and says, “Receive the
Holy Spirit.” The Spirit is Jesus’ promise
that he will remain with us, that God's
power will be active in our lives and
in our world. We believe that the Holy
Spirit is a force, a power, alive among us.
God, the Holy Spirit moves us toward
reconciliation, life, and salvation. The
action of God, the Holy Spirit, may
appear as coincidence, however we
as believers can recognize in startling
convergences the action of God in
our lives.

They are attributed to random chance.
The Faith

% of the Church

The bishops of the Second
Vatican Council confessed
that God's people were led
by the Spirit of the Lord.
Moreover, they insisted that
people of faith are called to
decipher authentic signs of
God's presence and purpose :
in the events, needs, and
desires of their lives and the
lives of others (Cf. Pastoral
Constitution on the Church
in the Modern World, 11).

 directly.
: Adults

© Children

. todo?

Questions
of the Week

. "Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
¢ come to believe.” We recognize Christ's presence
. in the signs around us, since we cannot see him

. In what events in the last week am | able to recognize
. the presence of God'’s Spirit in my life? How is the Spirit
leading me?

: Do | realize that the Spirit of Jesus is always with me?
. Do | take time to listen to what the Spirit is asking me

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)

and share today's Gospel reading as a family.




Responding to God’s Word . . .

We can all recall events in our life
that look like coincidence. How we
interpret these events is up to us.

Was it coincidence one Saturday
night when you finally gave in to
your friends’ peer-pressure and went
out to a party where you met the
person you were going to marry? Was
it coincidence that you were in an
automobile accident and that shock
led you to take steps to deal with your
drinking problem? Was it coincidence
that you met someone you had hurt
in the supermarket and found the
courage to apologize and thus take a
step toward reconciliation? Christians
are less likely to claim coincidence

Meditation
Momev\t

“Pigeon Feathers” is a story about

a boy who begins to have doubts
about Jesus. One night in bed, the
boy decides upon an experiment.
He lifts his hand above his head
and asks Jesus to touch it. Then

he waits. After a while he puts his
hands down again, not sure if Jesus
touched him or not.

For reflection . . .

We all crave assurance of our faith.
In the end, however, faith is saying to
Jesus, “I trust you!” Why do I find it
hard to trust Jesus?

SORROW LOOKS BACK, WORRY LOOKS
AROUND, FAITH LOOKS UP.

ANONYMOUS

From Vision BY MARK LINK, SJ

because we know that the Spirit of
God is directing our lives.

Recognizing the presence of
Spirit changes us. It makes us more
optimistic. If God is active, there is
always reason for hope. It also makes
us more generous, because we
believe that whatever time or talent
we offer will be used by God for a
good purpose.

What kind of person do you want to
be? It depends on what you believe.
If you want to be an optimistic
and generous person, be wary of
coincidence and believe in the Spirit
of God.

A Prayer for Deeper Vision

- Spirit of God, Te.

each day [ greet friends  °.

. .

. and meet strangers, receive love .

* and accept criticism, share meals

and collaborate in work. I am

challenged and comforted, bored and :
surprised, burdened and entertained. .

e o o o @
o ®

Help me not only to touch the

*.  surface of these events, butto  «

*.  perceive your presence in .

"._them, guiding me to life. -’

Amen.

Carry this thought in your
heart as a guide for your faith
journey this week.

We know that all things
work together for good
for those who love God,
who are called according
to his purpose.

Romans 8:28

SUGGESTIONS

Use one of these suggestions or
one of your own to respond to
God'’s Word this week.

In the home. Think of one
person in your family who has
reflected God's presence to you
this week. Tell him or her of how
you have been affected.

In the workplace or in school.
Identify someone who is for you
a sign of hope. Thank him or her
for that particular gift.

In the community. Recognize a
problem or disagreement in your
church or neighborhood. Reflect
on whether this issue is being
used by God's Spirit to call you
into action.

J

Profile in Faith

Naaman of Aram
(2 Kings 5:1-27)

Naaman was the commander
of the army of the King of Aram.
He was also a leper. The prophet

Elisha told him to wash seven

times in the Jordan. He did so

and was cleansed. Naaman
recognized in that washing not
only a healing but the divine
presence. From that time forward

he worshipped the God of Israel.

NIHIL OBSTAT

Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Coerver, Censor Librorum

IMPRIMATUR

T Most Reverend Kevin J. Farrell, DD, Bishop of Dallas

January 26,2011
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Prayer, Praise and Sacrament
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

SATURDAY
4:30pm

SUNDAY
8:00am

10:30am

TUESDAY
9:00am

WEDNESDAY
9:00am

THURSDAY
4:30-6pm
7:00pm

7:30pm
FRIDAY
9:00am

Mass: Robert Burns,
requested by his wife, Rita

Mass: Herby Herbst,
requested by the Kehoe Family

Mass: Ernest Golnik, Sr.,
requested by Donna Daly

Mass: For success of our Deanery
cluster meetings

Mass: For an end to war, violence,
prejudice & abortion

Sacrament of Reconciliation, living room
Mass: Peter & Angela Aiello,

requested by Frank & Maria Neri
Intercessory Prayer, Eucharistic Chapel

Mass: For all living and deceased
members of Sacred Heart parish
family

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

SATURDAY
4:30pm

SUNDAY
8:00am

10:30am

Meetings

SATURDAY
7:30pm

SUNDAY
9:10am
6:15pm
7:30pm

MONDAY
7:00pm

TUESDAY
7:00pm
WEDNESDAY
8:00pm
THURSDAY
10:00am
7:30pm

SATURDAY
7:30pm
SUNDAY

Mass: Frances DeMarco Caputo, 2nd
Anniversary,
requested by Jennie DeMarco

Mass: Maria Gruszka & Frank Kondrat,
requested by the Gruszka & Kondrat Families
Mass: For All Our Deceased Mothers

Narcotics Anonymous, North Activity Rooms

Fellowship before and after Mass

Last Session - Faith Formation, grades 1-5

Last Session - Faith Formation, grades 6-C.P.

Last Session - Youth Group

OFFICES CLOSED

Haiti Ministry, Deacon Chuck White Memorial Haiti
Ministry Room

Parish Restructuring, St Matthew, Tolland
Alcoholics Anonymous, South Community Rooms
Bible Study, South Community Rooms

Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book, South

Community Rooms

Narcotics Anonymous, North Activity Rooms
Fellowship before and after Mass



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
— BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parents please call three months prior to
baptism date for an appointment with a
Pastoral Team member who will detail the
program for parents.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY -

Couples planning to marry take part in
marriage information program at least nine
months prior to the wedding date.

FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS —

October through May
Call 875-4563 for information

MONTHLY ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT - Oratory

The first Friday of each month
—10:00 AM - 7:00 PM

ROSARY - Oratory

Monday Thru Friday - 8:30 AM

INTERCESSORY PRAYER - Oratory

Thursday - 7:45 - 8:15 PM

PASTORAL CONDUCT -
To report sexual abuse by a representative
of the diocese of Norwich, or for assistance
to victims / survivors, call
800-624-7407 or
860-889-4455



Pietras Family Funeral Homes

Small & Pietras

Funeral Home
65 Elm Street
Rockville, CT 06066
(860) 875-0703

3648

Burke-Fortin
Funeral Home
76 Prospect Street
Rockville, CT 06066
(860) 875-5490

Tolland Memorial

Funeral Home

375 Merrow Road

Tolland, CT 06084
(860) 875-1415

Coventry-Pietras
Funeral Home
2665 Boston Turnpike
Coventry, CT 06238
(860) 742-1255

Licensed Funeral Directors:
Philip M. Pietras ~ Jessica Pietras

' Jazz

* Tap
BI q * Ballet
Beth Horr

The Difference is Caring

40 W. MAIN ST., ROCKVILLE, CT 06066
860-875-9263
www.BeaconRx.com

L

Director, Choreographer
A warm & friendly dance for all ages

Colonial Square
68 Hartford Tnpk. Tolland 860-871-1922

T

“Visit our

Philip M. Pietras

Robert J. Binkowski

Jacqueline L. Teske

~ Jennifer E.

REAL ESTATE website...”

(860) 647-8000

www.annemillerrealestate.com

Arrieta

Jessica A. Pietras [

Homes Condos Multi-Families Commerical

S.L. ZOCCO Memorials, Inc.

Monuments
Cemetery Lettering
Bronze & Granite Markers

860-242-5881

Next to Mt. St. Benedict Cemetery

242-7371

804 Blue Hills Avenue, Bloomfield
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PAMALA J. FAVREAU

ATTORNEY AT LAW
CRIMINAL DEFENSE » MOTOR VEHICLE
DMV ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
CRIMINAL APPEALS - PERSONAL INJURY
30 Lafayette Square (Rt 30), Suite 101, Vernon

o $+ TAX PREPARATION

s‘ Small Business Specialist
== Personal Financial * Planning
KDL Accounting Services

Richard M. Marchesani, CPA, MBA

120 KATE LANE , TOLLAND, CT 06084
=/Fax 860/872-0155 = 860/872-8780

Mary A. Oliver Co. LLC
Insurance and Financial Services
For All Your Financial Needs Including IRAS
Annuities  Certified Senior Advisor
Call MARY for Appt. @
860-871-2126

In business/parishioner for over 30 years

LADD-TURKINGTON
& CARMON
FUNERAL HOMES

19 Ellington Avenue, Rockville
551 Talcottville Road, Rt. 83, Vernon

860-875-3536
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GOTTIER

FUEL CO., INC.

HOLMES

Funeral Home

860-643-2441

HOWARD M. HOLMES
RICHARD P. HOLMES

i iy gy fai W
Somerset

ToIIand s newest
maintenance free
all age community

www.somersetwoods.net
(860) 896-0101

WATKINS

Funeral Home
860-646-5310

SCOTT B. HOLMES
MARK C. HOLMES

Five minutes
could mean

$50
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' DONUTS
1 $1.00 Off Doz.Donuts w/Ad
I 83 Talcottville Rd., Vernon, CT'
" 860-875-8318 !
136 Windsor Ave., Rockville, CTy
L_ _ . .860:870-9086 _ _ _

* Specialize in Hunan &
Szechuan Cuisine

« Full Bar Service

« Exotic Cocktails

Best Chinese - Tolland County
2010 CT Magazine Readers’
Choice Poll
519 Talcottville Rd., Vernon
860-872-1977 « 860-872-3693
Fax 860-872-8056
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LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS, INC.

* Sales Experience Necessary

¢ Full Training

o Full Time with Benefits and Paid Expenses
¢ Unlimited Earning Potential

* Some Overnight Travel Required
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