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SACRED HEART MISSION STATEMENT
“We the community of Sacred Heart are committed to serving God and each other
through our faith in Jesus Christ. We strive to do this through a joyful celebration of the
Eucharist, a spirit of hospitality, a commitment to community outreach, a sense of
responsibility to others and through the ongoing nourishment of our minds and hearts.”

SUNDAY LITURGIES SACRAMENT OF WEEKDAY LITURGIES
Saturday 4:30 PM RECONCILIATION As listed inside
Sunday 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Thursday 4:30-6:00 PM

or by appointment

WE WELCOME YOU TO SACRED HEART PARISH FAMILY. If you are new to the parish please infroduce
yourself to Father Stan after Mass. We would also appreciate it if you would come to or call the office
and register. We need to know who you are so that we may serve you better.

SHUT INS
Please notify us of parishioners who are in the hospital. If any parishioner is unable to celebrate Liturgy
with us because of iliness or handicap, please notify the office so that we may bring Eucharist to them.

“"Handicapped Accessible”
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Welcome
The parish family of Sacred Heart welcomes you!

Whether this is one of your first visits with us or your first visit in a
while; know that you are always welcome here.

Please let us know when there is anything we can do, any
question we can help you answer, any need we can fill — anything
at all that we can do to help you on your journey of faith.

Rite of Acceptance

During the summer, Joanne Courtney Tobin has been coming to learn
about the Gospel (also known as the Period of Evangelization and
Precatechumenate). This time has been a time for her to learn more
about God and to grow in her will to follow Christ and seek baptism.

Next Sunday, August 215t at the 10:30 Mass, we will accept Courtney into
the order of Catechumens. From this time on she will be joined to the
Church and will now be part of the household of Christ. We will
accompany her as she continues on her journey to the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.

The parish family is encouraged to attend this Mass and to support her
through their presence and prayers throughout the year.

Faith Formation Registrations

Registrations for Faith Formation are currently being taken. Families
who were registered in the program last year have received their
registration forms. If you did not receive a form for your child, please
contact Rella as soon as possible.

If you are new to the parish or are registering a child in the Faith
Formation Program for the first time, please contact Rella or Sandy
(860-875-4563). You may also e-mail Rella at
rella@sacredheartchurch.net.

Classes are held on:
Sunday mornings for Gr. K-5
Sunday evenings for Gr. 6-8 and Confirmation Preparation.
If there are enough children (Gr. K-5) interested in attending
faith formation on Wednesday afternoons from 4pm to
5:15pm, we will certainly meet that need.

Registration fees are:
$60 for Confirmation Preparation;
$50 for the first child in your family attending faith formation;
$45 for the second child in your family attending faith
formation;
a total of $115 per family.
If you are experiencing financial difficulties in these difficult economic
times, please speak with Fr. Stan or Rella. No child will ever be
denied faith formation!

The Deacon’s Corner

COME AS YOU ARE

Paul Gurr
Come as you are
That's how I want you
Come as you are
feel quite at home
close to my heart
loved and forgiven
Come as you are
Why stand alone?

No need to fear... love sets no limits

No need to fear... love never ends

Don't run away... shamed or disheartened
Rest in my love... trust me again.

| came to call sinners, not just the virtuous

| came to bring peace, not to condemn.
Each time you fail to live by my promise
Why do you think | would love you the less?
Don't run away... ashamed or disheartened
Come as you are

Why stand alone?

Come as you are

that' s how | love you.

Come as you are

trust me again.

Nothing can change the love that | bear you
All will be well

just come as you are.

Readings for the Week

Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28

Monday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk
11:27-28
Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56

Tuesday: Jgs 6:11-24a/Mt 19:23-30

Wednesday: Jgs 9:6-15/Mt 20:1-16

Thursday:  Jgs 11:29-39a/Mt 22:1-14

Friday: Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Mt 22:34-40

Saturday: Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Mt 23:1-12

Next Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20

Read them all online at http://www.usccb.org/nab/

Catechists Needed

It is time to begin looking for volunteers to be catechists in our Faith
Formation Program for grades K, 1, 4, & 5. Faith Formation will begin
towards the end of September, but we need to begin to fill the need for
catechists now. For more information, please contact Rella at
rella@sacredheartchurch.net or by phoning 860-875-4563.




TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Thank You

Dear Father Stan and members of Sacred Heart Parish,

| want to express my appreciation to you and the members of Sacred
Heart Parish for all of your prayers and concern for me. While | am a
member of another church, you and the church members have
always made me feel welcome and loved.

I thank you so much for your prayers for my health and well being. |
am feeling great and know that with all the prayer and the healing
power from Christ, | will continue to be healthy.

God bless,

Betty Hanson

Beginning Experience Retreat

For all who are divorced, widowed, or separated - there is a special
heartache in finding oneself alone again. DIVORCED, SEPARATED AND
WIDOWED VIEN AND WOMEN of all ages are encouraged to attend a
Beginning Experience weekend designed for those who wish to resolve
the pain and grief of losing the marriage relationship and create a more
peace-filled future.

The Beginning Experience weekend will be held September 16-18 at Our
Lady of Calvary Retreat Center in Farmington, CT.

The weekend begins Friday evening, September 16 and continues
through Sunday afternoon, September 18, concluding with Mass. The
weekend fee is $225/person, which includes the program and materials,
all meals on Saturday and Sunday and two-nights' stay. For more
information and an application for yourself or for a friend, please call Ray
at 860-741-3050.

Visit the web-site at: www.beginningexperience.org/connecticut

School of Spirituality
"The Glory of God is the human being, fully alive..." - St. Iraneus Lyon

Mercy Center at Madison is accepting applications for fall entrance into
the School of Spirituality, a two-year spiritual formation program for adults
who seek to deepen their understanding and experience of scripture,
prayer, mission and the spiritual maturation process. The program
beginning this fall looks at the growth and development of the spiritual
person and the scriptural call to live "life to the full." The second semester
explores prayer and how our ever-deepening relationship with God
ultimately calls us to action in the world.

The second year is devoted to the study of scripture. The fall semester
looks at God revealing, "who is God?" and the second semester focuses
on God revealed in Jesus and, "who is Christ?" Classes meet on Monday
evenings, 6-8 pm, at Mercy Center from September to April, with a day of
prayer and integration on a Saturday at the end of each semester.

For more information visit our website www.mercybythesea.org, or
contact Joan Linley, Program Director, at joan@mercybythesea.org or
203.245.0401, ext. 460.

Help For Your Troubled Marriage

Reaching for a lifeline for your troubled marriage? Retrouvaille is that
lifeline. Marriage building and serious repair: Retrouvaille begins with a
weekend in which husbands and wives are helped and given tools to heal,
re-establish communication, work on their issues and gain new insight into
themselves as individuals and as a couple. A series of 6 post sessions
follows the weekend phase. For information or to sign up for the next
weekend in the Hartford area on September 9-11 call Bill and Terri Mason
at 203-879-3842. All contacts are in strict confidence.

Website www.retrouvaille.org.

Sixteenth Annual Mass for Those

Dedicated to Education
September 11, 2011, at 8:45 a.m.

The Sixteenth Annual Diocesan Mass for Those Dedicated to
Education will be celebrated on Sunday, September 11, 2011,
in the Cathedral of St. Patrick, at 8:45 a.m. Bishop Cote will
celebrate this Mass for all teachers and support staff, public,
parochial, and private, active and retired, of all faiths. Very
Reverend Dennis M. Perkins, Pastor of Saint Michael,
Pawcatuck and Vicar for Clergy of the Diocese of Norwich, will
be the homilist. All are welcome.

The Chair for this Mass Committee is Mary Ann Enright who
along with the late Winifred Riley initiated this celebration. Mrs.
Enright is a parishioner of Sacred Heart Church, Norwichtown.
She is a retired teacher of the Norwich Public School System.
For information or if you wish to help, please call Mary Ann
Enright at 860-889-0702, or Monsignor Brown at 860-887-9294,
ext. 232.

Marriage Prep Class for Engaged Couples

“God’s Plan for a Joy-filled Marriage” offered by the Office of Family Life.
To register for the 4 session class please call 860-889-8346 ext.283 Date:
Fridays, October 7, 14, 21, 28, 2011 Time: 7pm. — 9:15pm. Location:
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Parish Hall 1650 Rte.12, Gales Ferry, CT
06335 Cost: $50.00 per couple

LORD,
As we count by weeks and days the time until we begin to
praise you with new words, the time for learning draws to a
close.

We, for our part, have done all we can do to learn the meanings
of the new words. By your grace, let them truly express the
yearnings of our hearts.

As we have united in our study, prayer, understanding and
acceptance of the meanings of the changes, so may we be
united in new praise for you, our God and our Savior.

Amen.
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The Word of God
This Week

Set time aside each day this
week with other members of
your household, with other
members of your parish or
alone to listen to and reflect
on the living Word of God.
Use these passages from the
Lectionary that are assigned
for Liturgy this week. Reflect
on how the Lord is inviting you
to a deeper union with him.

Isaiah 56:1, 6—7
Romans 11:13-15, 29-32
Matthew 15:21-28

MONDAY
Luke 1:39-56
“My soul magnifies the Lord . .."

TUESDAY™"

Matthew 19:23-30
“. .. for God all things
are possible.”

WEDNESDAY

Matthew 20:1-16
“... the last will be first,
and the first will be last.”

THURSDAY

Matthew 22:1-14
‘... many are called, but
few are chosen.”

FRIDAY

Matthew 22:34-40
“You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart . ..”

SATURDAY

Matthew 23:1-12
“...you have one Father—
the one in heaven.”

*The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Great Is Your Faith!

The Gospel of Matthew reflects the
original refusal of some Jewish-
Christians to include the Gentiles in the
mission of the Church. Because of the
number of Jewish converts in this early
community, Matthew emphasized the
mission of the Apostles as aimed to all
the nations.

In today’s fascinating story, Jesus
breaks his initial commitment to minister
only to Jews and reminds us of the
story in chapter 8 when he healed a
centurion’s servant. Both accounts
praise the faith of non-Jews and foretell
the inclusion of the Gentiles in Jesus’
mission. It is not surprising that this
Gospel ends with what is known as
Jesus’ “commissioning” of the disciples
to announce the Good News to all
nations.

Today's Gospel passage is a message
on trust and perseverance—trust that
God really does care for us, and to

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time A Year A
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doesn’t hear us. It also calls us to realize
the importance of not making quick
judgments prompted by prejudices such
as the ones that appear in this story.

When the Canaanite woman was
compared to a “dog,” which was the
Jewish term of contempt for non-Jews,
she responded, “Please, Lord, for even
the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the
table of their masters.” Jesus praised and
respected the faith, perseverance, and
humility of the Canaanite woman and
said to her in reply, “O woman, great is
your faith! Let it be done for you as you
wish.” And the woman'’s daughter was
healed instantly.

After Jesus’ Resurrection, the early
Jewish Christians understood that Christ
came for all the nations. They began
to minister and include the Gentiles for
salvation was offered to all, Jews and
non-Jews, through faith in Jesus.

persevere even if we sometimes think he
The Faith

of the Church

Some Jews believed that the Messiah
promised by God would be a political
liberator. Thus they assumed that
salvation was only for them. When

Jesus taught about the power of prayer

and faith, he was saddened by the “lack
of faith” of his neighbors and the “little
faith” of his own disciples, but admired
and praised the great faith of the
Roman centurion and the Canaanite
woman, both Gentiles (Cf. Catechism
of the Catholic Church 543-546).

§§,STI%

Questions
of the Week

It seems to be endemic to the human
race for some to believe they are more
deserving than others. Such people
tend to display an air of superiority; this
seemed to be the case with the Jews
during the days of Jesus.

Adults
How open am | to welcoming or helping
people who are different from me?

Children

How do I get along with others who are
different from me or who speak a foreign
language?

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)

and share today's Gospel reading as a family.




Responding to God’s Word . . .

How many times do | ask God for
help before | give up? How often
do | get angry because God doesn't
answer?

We have a lot to learn from the
Canaanite woman in today’'s Gospel
story. The first time she asked Jesus
to heal her daughter, he did not
answer. But Jesus’ silence did not
stop her; she kept on shouting. Then
the disciples asked Jesus to send
her away and he answered, ‘| was
sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” At this the woman
knelt before him, begging, “Lord,
help me.”

Meditation
Momev\t

USA Today showed a striking
photo of a legless man, his arms
upstretched in a "V for victory”
sign. It was Bob Wieland, who lost
his legs in a land-mine explosion.
He had just finished the 26.2 mile
New York City Marathon on his
hands. It took him five days, but he
did it. Bob’s dogged spirit reflects
the woman's dogged spirit in the
Bible. In both cases it paid off
dramatically.

For reflection . . .

How ready am I to confront the odds
to achieve something I esteem?

WHAT COUNTS IS NOT NECESSARILY
THE SIZE OF THE DOG IN THE FIGHT—
IT'S THE SIZE OF THE FIGHT IN THE DOG.

DwiGHT D. EISENHOWER

FroM Vision BY MARK LiNKk, SJ

Would any one of us keep
on begging after we have been
ignored? But there was yet another
insult to come; Jesus told the
woman it was not fair to give the
children’s bread to the dogs. What
would we do if someone called us
dogs? Perhaps reply rudely?

But instead, she said, “. . . even the
dogs eat the scraps that fall from
their masters’ table.” She basically
admitted that she was unworthy.
Jesus was touched by her words and
said, "Woman, great is your faith! Let
it be done for you as you wish.” Wish
that we all had that kind of faith!

Hospitality

_-* God of mercy and'-.
) compassion, You )
. " revealed in Jesus the Christ
. your desire to have an intimate "
; relationship with all people,
poor and rich, Jew and Gentile.
Help us to be open to the diverse
world in which we live and to have
- the ability to listen to everyone
. with respect and compassion.

As Jesus cured the Canaanite

woman, help us to also extend a

friendly hand to those who
are different from us.
We ask this in the
name of Jesus. -

Carry this thought in your heart
as a guide for your faith journey
this week.

Jesus Christ commands us to
pray universally, for the whole
world. For he did not say ‘your
will be done in me or in us,’ but
‘on earth,” the whole earth.

John Chrysostom,
Homily 19 on Matthew

SUGGESTIONS

Use one of these suggestions or one
of your own to respond to God'’s
Word this week.

In the home. Take time to share
with one another how you feel
when you think your prayers are not
being answered. There is no right or
Wwrong answer.

In the workplace or in school. Make
a point this week to pray sincerely
for a coworker or classmate whom
you don't get along with.

In the community. Identify a family
in your neighborhood that has

recently moved in. Try to approach
them and make them feel welcome.

J

Profile in Faith

Saint Joan of the Cross
(1666-1736)

Born in France, Joan took over
the family business and became
greedy and insensitive to the
poor who sought help. After an
encounter with an old beggar
woman, Joan experienced a
conversion and dedicated her
life to the needy. She founded
the Congregation of St. Anne of
Providence, establishing hospices
and schools. Feast day: August 17
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SATURDAY
4:30pm  Mass: llene Desrosiers, requested by the
Sacred Heart Parish Family, - and -
Roberta Colangelo, requested by the Sacred
Heart Parish Family
SUNDAY
8:00am  Mass: for the People of the Parish
10:30am  Mass: Stella Golnik, requested by her family

MonDAY THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
9:00am  Mass: Paul Misselwitz, requested by his wife
(no 7pm Mass)
TuesDAY STEPHEN OF HUNGARY
(No Mass)
WEDNESDAY

9:00am  Mass: For Those of the Parish Who Are Sick
THURSDAY
4:30-6pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation, Living Room
7:00pm  Mass: For an Outpouring of the Holy Spirit
on Our Parish
7:30pm Intercessory Prayer
FRIDAY JOHN EUDES, PRIEST
9:00am  Mass: For an Increase in Priestly Vocations

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SATURDAY BERNARD, PRIEST & DOCTOR

4:30pm  Mass: Rose Valli, requested by Donna Valli
SUNDAY

8:00am  Mass: for the People of the Parish

10:30am  Mass: Edward Sczapa, Jr., requested by
Helen Jakielo, - and -
Joseph Henry, requested by the Dionne Family

Meetings
SATURDAY
7:30pm  Narcotics Anonymous, North Activity Rooms
SUNDAY Fellowship before and after Mass
MoNDAY OFFICES CLOSED
TUESDAY OFFICES CLOSED
WEDNESDAY
8:00pm  Alcoholics Anonymous, South Community
Rooms
THURSDAY

7:30pm  Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book, South
Community Rooms
FRIDAY
10:00am  Bible Study, South Community Rooms

SATURDAY
7:30pm  Narcotics Anonymous, North Activity Rooms
SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP BEFORE AND AFTER MASS



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
— BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parents please call three months prior to
baptism date for an appointment with a
Pastoral Team member who will detail the
program for parents.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY -

Couples planning to marry take part in
marriage information program at least nine
months prior to the wedding date.

FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS —

October through May
Call 875-4563 for information

MONTHLY ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT - Oratory

The first Friday of each month
- 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM

ROSARY - Oratory

Monday Thru Friday - 8:30 AM

INTERCESSORY PRAYER - Oratory

Thursday - 7:45 - 8:15 PM

PASTORAL CONDUCT -
To report sexual abuse by a representative
of the diocese of Norwich, or for assistance
to victims / survivors, call
800-624-7407 or
860-889-4455
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