
SUNDAY LITURGIES SACRAMENT OF WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

Saturday 4:30 PM RECONCILIATION As listed inside

Sunday 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Thursday 4:30-6:00 PM

or by appointment

WE WELCOME YOU TO SACRED HEART PARISH FAMILY. If you are new to the parish please introduce

yourself to Father Stan after Mass.  We would also appreciate it if you would come to or call the office

and register.  We need to know who you are so that we may serve you better.

SHUT INS

Please notify us of parishioners who are in the hospital.  If any parishioner is unable to celebrate Liturgy

with us because of illness or handicap, please notify the office so that we may bring Eucharist to them.

“Handicapped Accessible”

PASTORAL TEAM

Rella Bernabucci
pastoral assistant

John Crane
trustee

Larry Deraleau
deacon

SACRED HEART MISSION STATEMENT
“We the community of Sacred Heart are committed to serving God and each other 

through our faith in Jesus Christ.  We strive to do this through a joyful celebration of the
Eucharist, a spirit of hospitality, a commitment to community outreach, a sense of 

responsibility to others and through the ongoing nourishment of our minds and hearts.”

Donna Gessay
trustee

Ernie Golnik
liturgy and music

Sandy Rice
administrative assistant

Fr. Stan Szczapa
pastor

SACRED HEART PARISH FAMILY
550 Hartford Turnpike, Vernon, CT 06066-5000

(860) 875-4563                                                                          Fax: (860) 872-2535
Website: www.sacredheartchurch.net                                                 E-mail: info@sacredheartchurch.net

Established 1958 - A
ll Are Welcome



SACRED HEART VERNON 
 

 

The Deacon’s Corner 
ARE YOU ENVIOUS BECAUSE I AM GENEROUS? 
 
The workers hired late get the same wage as those who worked all day. It 
seems unfair - unjust. But the lesson is not about justice. It is about a 
generosity that is beyond our understanding. 
          The wage in question is eternal life. We think of eternal life as the 
wage we receive for leading a good life, for reading scripture and serving 
others. If some person has led a life of bad choices, they should not 
receive the same wage. Those who lead a life of self-indulgence should 
not get the same reward as us "Cradle Catholics." It is an attitude of "god 
owes me," "I deserve it." 
          God owes us nothing. It is a privilege that we know scripture and do 
for others. In the parable we begin to see how God works. Eternal life is 
not about our merit, but about God's generosity. None of us are worthy. It 
is a generosity extended to everyone. We can be thankful for that. 
 

 

Diocese of Norwich 
Office of the Bishop 

201 Broadway 
Norwich, Connecticut  06360 

(860) 887-9294 
 
 

        MOST REVEREND 
   MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.  September 1, 2011 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Every year, on the third weekend of September we celebrate 
Catechetical Sunday.  The theme for this year’s celebration is “Do This in 
Memory of Me” which focuses on faith formation and sacramental practice 
regarding the Holy Eucharist.  This theme endorses the goal of the 
Catholic Bishops of the United States “to invite all Catholics to a deeper 
relationship with Jesus Christ in the Church throughout formation focused 
on Sacred Scripture and Tradition, and Sacraments, especially the 
Sunday Eucharist.” 
 In the Eucharist, which is the “source and summit of Christian life,” we 
are given an overwhelming gift.  Catechetical Sunday provides a special 
opportunity for us to reflect on this gift in light of our Baptism.  Indeed, 
because we are baptized into Christ, we are each commissioned to hand 
on the faith and witness to the message of the Gospel in our daily lives. 
 As our catechists are commissioned to their generous service in our 
parishes, may each of us rededicate ourselves to our own baptismal 
calling to be witnesses to the Gospel message. 
 Along with acknowledging the role of catechists, I also acknowledge the 
essential role of parents as the primary educators of their children.  When 
receiving the Eucharist at Mass, you are sharing your faith and your 
hunger for this Sacrament with your children and your church community. 
 In closing, let us all truly celebrate Catechetical Sunday by rejoicing that 
through the Eucharist, we are one in the Lord.   
Sincerely yours in Christ,  

 
 
 
 

Bishop of Norwich 
 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU 
To all who made the 
p a r i s h  p i c n i c  
A wonderful success 

 
To all who set up 
To all who put everything 

away 
To Jeff and those who 

cooked 
To those who made various 

food items to be 
shared 

To those who donated raffle 
items 

To Mark for the music 
To Olive Garden of 

Manchester for 
donating the salads 
and breadsticks 

To the Fitton Hose Company 
for the tents 

To all who came and 
enjoyed the day 

 
Again thank you 
 

 
 



TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Catechetical Sunday 
 
For the pastoral activity of the Church, the cooperation of a great many people is needed, so that 
communities as well as individuals may grow to full maturity in faith.  This cooperation is provided by 
those who devote themselves to catechesis (Faith Formation).  In sharing their faith with others catechists 
pass on what they themselves have learned to be truths of their faith. 
 
This weekend we bless the name of the Lord for giving us the following co-workers and pray that through 
the Holy Spirit they will receive the grace they need in their service to the Church. 
 

Anne Tindal – Kindergarten 
Heather Colapinto – Grade 1 
Aurea Rodriguez – Grade 2 
Marie Pugliese – Grade 3 

Greg Bates – Grade 4 
John Crane – Grade 6 

Michael Kurban – Grade 7 
Peggy Chaffee – Grade 8 

Rich Bernabucci – Confirmation Prep 
Tom Manning – Confirmation Prep 

Jim Higgins – Youth Minister 
Matt Powell – Youth Minister 

 
Linda Armstrong – RCIA 

Joan Robinson – RCIA 
Rella Bernabucci – RCIA 

Chris Armstrong – Liturgy of the Word with Children 
Sergio Dosouto – Liturgy of the Word with Children 

Sandy Rice – Administrative Aide 
 

Catechists Needed 
We still need a catechist for grade level 5.  There are 4 children in this 
class.  Please consider sharing your faith in God with this class.  Faith 
Formation classes begin next Sunday, September 25th.    
 
Please contact Rella at rella@sacredheartchurch.net or by phoning 860-
875-4563 for more information or to volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

 

Please Note 
Rella will be attending a meeting for catechetical leadership on 
Wednesday, September 21, 2011.  The Faith Formation Office will open 
at 12:30pm on this day. 
 
 

Readings for the Week 
Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a 
Monday: Ezr 1:1-6/Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday: Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20/Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Mt 9:9-13 
Thursday: Hg 1:1-8/Lk 9:7-9 
Friday: Hg 2:1-9/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday: Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Lk 9:43b-45 
Next Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32 
 

Needed:  Someone to Be Christ’s Hands 
We are in need of someone to HELP the team which distributes Holy 
Communion to those who are in Vernon Manor Convalescent Home. Just  
once every fourth Sunday. You can do this! Call the office if you want 
to learn more – 860-875-4563 or call Millie Leiper at 860-649-6690. 
 

Faith Formation Registrations 
 
Registrations for Faith Formation are currently being taken.  Classes 
will begin next Sunday, Sept. 25, 2011. 
 
If you are new to the parish or are registering a child in the Faith 
Formation Program for the first time or have yet to register your child, 
please contact Rella or Sandy (860-875-4563) as soon as possible.  
You may also e-mail Rella at rella@sacredheartchurch.net. 
 

Welcome  
The parish family of Sacred Heart welcomes you! 
 
Please let us know when there is anything we can do, any 
question we can help you answer, any need we can fill – anything 
at all that we can do to help you on your journey of faith.  
 



Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year AT H E

C O N N E C T I O N
FAITH

“The Laborers in the Vineyard” is a 
somewhat unsettling parable that seems 
to reflect common human expectations, 
then and now. The message was as hard 
for the original community as it is for us 
today. 
 The landowner agreed to pay “the 
usual daily wage” to the first group of 
laborers he hired. To the others hired 
later in the day, he simply said, “I will pay 
you whatever is right.” What is the “right” 
or just wage for someone who has 
merely worked one hour? 
 The workers who labored all day felt 
cheated, as many of us probably would 
today, in the face of what seemed like 
an outrageous injustice. Yet, the parable 
ends with a poignant question, “Are you 
envious because I am generous?” 
 There had been no injustice against 
those who worked all day, but an 
unbelievable amount of generosity was 

given to those who arrived late. The 
resentment of the first group was caused 
by envy.
  This parable may have been teaching 
the equality of all the disciples is the 
reward of eternal life. It doesn’t matter 
who was called first or who served 
longest; everyone wins.
 This parable could also have been 
addressed to those who criticized Jesus 
for welcoming sinners and tax collectors. 
With God as the landowner as revealed 
in Jesus, the parable could have been 
used to explain why Jesus preached 
the kingdom to both the religious and 
the lost sheep. No matter which group 
it is, if they accept his preaching, they 
will be granted an equal share in God’s 
Kingdom. Isn’t God generous?

Are you envious  
because I am generous? 

September 18, 2011

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)  
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

The Word of God  
This Week
Set time aside each day this 
week with other members of 
your household, with other 
members of your parish or 
alone to listen to and reflect 
on the living Word of God. 
Use these passages from the 
Lectionary that are assigned 
for Liturgy this week. Reflect 
on how the Lord is inviting you 
to a deeper union with him.

TODAY
Isaiah 55:6–9;

Philippians 1:20–24, 27;
Matthew 20:1–16

MONDAY
Luke 8:16–18

“. . . pay attention to  
how you listen . . .”

TUESDAY
Luke 8:19–21

“. . . my brothers are those  
who hear the word  
of God and do it.”

WEDNESDAY*
Matthew 9:9–13

“Those who are well have  
no need of a physician . . .”

THURSDAY
Luke 9:7–9

“. . . who is this about whom  
I hear such things?”

FRIDAY
Luke 9:18–22

“. . . who do you say that I am?”

SATURDAY
Luke 9:43B–45
“Let these words  

sink into your ears.”

*Feast of Saint Matthew

Some Christians cannot accept that 
we do not need to work hard to “earn” 
God’s love. God’s love is unconditional. 
If we really believe this, we will not mind 
inviting late arrivals to that same intimacy. 

Adults
Have I ever complained because God was 
generous to others who in my opinion did 
not deserve it?

Children
Do I get upset when one of my friends gets 
something that I think I deserve? 

Questions  
of the Week

The Faith  
of the Church

Parables were characteristic of Jesus’ 
style of teaching. The Laborers in 
the Vineyard teach about the sin of 
envy—sadness or anger at the sight of 
another’s goods. Envy reflects hatred, 
joy at the misfortune of a neighbor, 
and displeasure at his prosperity. It 
represents a refusal of charity and is 
often rooted in pride; the baptized 
person should strive to live in humility 
(Cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church 
546, 2539–2540).

o
f   t he  w ee

k

Qu
estions 



 

This week’s Gospel reading may 
be one of the most misunderstood 
parables. When the landowner agreed 
to pay the first workers the usual 
daily wage, they expected a denarius. 
Those hired later in the day expected 
some proportionate fraction of a 
denarius. Today, we understand very 
well the details of this transaction.
 The unexpected happened when the 
latecomers received a full day’s pay. 
The other tired workers then assumed 
that they were going to get more. 
Surprisingly, they all received the same 
pay. In today’s culture, disgruntled 
workers would sue the company for 

breaking labor laws and denounce the 
owner as unfair. This parable demands 
a response. It is impossible to read 
it and remain indi!erent! The nature 
of our response reveals the kind of 
person we are. Do we rejoice with 
the good fortune of others? Or do we 
resent and complain because others 
are getting more? 
 We must realize that the owner has 
done nothing unjust. Nothing was 
taken from the early workers in order 
to give to the others. Can we see 
this and accept and even praise the 
generosity of the owner, that is to say, 
the generosity of God? 

Responding to God’s Word . . .

NIHIL OBSTAT 
Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Coerver, Censor Librorum
IMPRIMATUR 
† Most Reverend Kevin J. Farrell, DD, Bishop of Dallas
May 23, 2011
The Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur are official declarations that the material reviewed 
is free of doctrinal or moral error. No implication is contained therein that those 
granting the Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur agree with the contents, opinions, or 
statements expressed.

Author: Adele J. Gonzalez

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Front: iStockphoto
The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible: Catholic Edition, copyright 1989, 1993, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

© 2011 RCL Publishing LLC. All rights reserved.
The Faith Connection® is registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and is 
published weekly by RCL Benziger, 206 E. Bethany Dr., Allen, TX 75002. 

877-275-4725  
Contact us at RCLBenziger.com

Carry this thought in your heart as a 
guide for your faith journey this week.

“Prayer is the best weapon we 
have; it is the key to God’s heart. 
You must speak to Jesus not 
only with your lips, but with 
your heart. In fact on certain 
occasions you should only speak 
to Him with your heart.” 

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina

Listen to the Poor

The purpose of Jesus’ story in The 
Laborers in the Vineyard (Matthew 
20:15) isn’t to illustrate an unfair 
action by an unfair owner. The 
opposite is true. It’s to illustrate 
God’s generosity. The punch line of 
the story is the farmer’s question: 
“Are you jealous because I am 
generous?” The farmer knew that 
if he paid the later workers only for 
the time that they actually worked, 
they wouldn’t have enough to buy 
food for their hungry families. So he 
gave them a full day’s wage. 

For re!ection . . .
Do I tend to have tunnel vision and see 
only my world and no one else’s?

THE WORLD ASKS, HOW MUCH DOES HE 
GIVE? CHRIST ASKS, WHY DOES HE GIVE?
           JOHN RALEIGH MOTT

ADAPTED FROM VISION BY MARK LINK, SJ

Meditation 
Moment

09181

Happy are those  

who consider the poor;  

The LORD delivers them in the  

day of trouble. The LORD protects  

them and keeps them alive; they 

are called happy in the land. You do  

not give them up to the will of their 

enemies. The LORD sustains them on 

their sickbed; in their illness you 

heal all their infirmities. 

Happy are those who 

consider the poor! Amen.

Psalm 41:1–3

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina  

(1887–1968) was a Capuchin 

priest famous for his stigmata. Yet 

his gifts had more to do with his 

wisdom as confessor and his love 

for the sick and su!ering. Each 

day he heard confessions and 

blessed the sick. Many claimed 

that he knew details of their lives 

that they had never mentioned. 

Feast Day: September 23

S U G G E S T I O N S
Use one of these suggestions or 
one of your own to respond to 
God’s Word this week.

In the home. Take some time 
this week to engage your family 
in a dialogue about this parable. 
Ask everyone how they REALLY 
feel about the generosity of the 
landlord.

In the workplace or in school. 
Act generously toward someone 
you barely know. See how they 
respond.

In the community. Identify 
a needy family in your 
neighborhood and o!er to help 
even if you do not think they 
“deserve” it.



SEPTEMBER 18, 2011 
 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
SATURDAY    
 4:30pm Mass: Sandy Bair, requested by the Sacred 

Heart Parish Family, - and –  
  Margaret Pustello, requested by Ann Noel and 

Jean Merz 
SUNDAY   CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 
 8:00am Mass: For the People of the Parish 
 10:30am Mass: Mary Piazza, requested by Lisa P. 

Casella 
MONDAY  JANUARIUS, BISHOP & MARTYR 

  No Mass 
TUESDAY  ANDREW KIM TAEG N, PRIEST & MARTYR AND PAUL 

CH NG HASANG AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 
 9:00am Mass: Gerard Hemond 

WEDNESDAY MATTHEW, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST 
 9:00am Mass: For All Who Are In the RCIA Process  

THURSDAY   
 4:30-6pm Sacrament of Reconciliation, Living Room 
 7:00pm Mass: For All Catechists 
 7:30pm Intercessory Prayer 

FRIDAY  PADRE PIO OF PIETRELCINA, PRIEST 
 9:00am Mass: For Vocations to Priesthood and 

Religious Life 
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
SATURDAY    
 4:30pm Mass: John Leiner, requested by a friend 
SUNDAY    
 8:00am Mass: For the People of the Parish 
 10:30am Mass: Joyce Bachl, requested by the Sacred 

Heart Parish Family 

Meetings 
SATURDAY 
 7:30pm Narcotics Anonymous, North Activity Rooms 
SUNDAY  Fellowship before and after Mass 
 1:30-4PM  
MONDAY   OFFICES CLOSED  
TUESDAY   
 7:30pm Finance Council, Living Room 
WEDNESDAY 
 8:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous, South Community 

Rooms 
THURSDAY   
 7:30pm Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book, South 

Community Rooms 
FRIDAY   
 10:00am Bible Study, South Community Rooms 
SATURDAY 
 7:30pm Narcotics Anonymous, North Activity Rooms 
SUNDAY  Fellowship before and after Mass 
9:10-10:25am Faith Formation, Gr. K-5 
6:15-7:30pm Faith Formation, Gr. 6-8 
6:15-8:45pm Conf. Prep. & Youth Group 

 



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

– BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parents please call three months prior to 

baptism date for an appointment with a 

Pastoral Team member who will detail the 

program for parents.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY –

Couples planning to marry take part in 

marriage information program at least nine 

months prior to the wedding date.

FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS –

October through May

Call 875-4563 for information

MONTHLY ADORATION OF THE 

BLESSED SACRAMENT – Oratory

The first Friday of each month 

– 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM

ROSARY – Oratory

Monday Thru Friday - 8:30 AM

INTERCESSORY PRAYER – Oratory

Thursday - 7:45 - 8:15 PM

PASTORAL CONDUCT –

To report sexual abuse by a representative 

of the diocese of Norwich, or for assistance 

to victims / survivors, call

800-624-7407 or

860-889-4455



SALES • SERVICE • AUTO BODY

1246 Hartford Turnpike
Vernon, CT 06066
T 860-872-2024

service@mooresautomotive.com
www.mooresautomotive.com

“No Job Too Small”

Residential, Commercial & Industrial
860-896-0561

FULLY LICENSED FREE
& INSURED ESTIMATES

CT Lic #E1-123848

Riley s Liquors
320 Hartford Turnpike

Vernon, Connecticut 06066

(860) 875-2362
James Boyajian

SPECIAL ORDERS 
WELCOME

“If We Don’t Have It, 
We’ll Get It”

CASE DISCOUNTS

Open 9-9 Mon.-Sat.

$1.00 Off 
Doz. Donuts w/Ad

83 Talcottville Rd. 
Vernon, CT

860-875-8318

36 Windsor Ave. 
Rockville, CT 
860-870-9986

New Location Now Open
10 Hyde Ave. (Lafayette Plaza)

Vernon, CT

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Including Basement Waterproofing and Drain Cleaning

Now Providing:
Catch Basins ~ Hydro-Excavation

Hydro-Jetting ~ Sewer Line Cleaning
P.O. Box 29 • Ellington, CT 06029

Committed to Service Since 1958
www.skipsseptic.com

MAIN ST. BUYERS
BUY SELL TRADE

Gold, Silver, U.S. Coins, Tools, Electronics, DVDs,
Gift Certificates, Computers

27 West Main Street, Rockville, CT
860-896-7441

Buying or Selling Your Home?
Call DAN at 860.985.9580

Daniel Weintraub
REALTOR®
Weintraub@aol.com
www.WallaceTustin.com

LW2011

The Difference is Caring
40 W. MAIN ST., ROCKVILLE, CT 06066

860-875-9263
www.BeaconRx.com

• Specialize in Hunan & 
Szechuan Cuisine

• Full Bar Service
• Exotic Cocktails

Best Chinese - Tolland County
2010 CT Magazine Readers’

Choice Poll
519 Talcottville Rd., Vernon

860-872-1977 • 860-872-3693    
Fax 860-872-8056

LW1109

Rockville   860-875-6281

• Jazz 
• Tap 
• Ballet

Beth Horr
Director, Choreographer

A warm & friendly dance for all ages
Colonial Square 860-871-1922
68 Hartford Tnpk. Tolland

FOR AD INFO. CALL 1-800-888-4574         © LITURGICAL PUBLICATIONS INC.  SACRED HEART, VERNON 03-0266 OAUGUST 19, 2011   12:16 PM

REIN’S
DEL I

860-875-1344

435 Hartford Tpke. (Rte. 30), Vernon

LADD-TURKINGTON 
& CARMON

FUNERAL HOMES
19 Ellington Avenue, Rockville

551 Talcottville Road, Rt. 83, Vernon

860-875-3536 1022

Mary A. Oliver Co. LLC
Insurance and Financial Services

For All Your Financial Needs Including IRAS

Annuities • Certified Senior Advisor

Call MARY for Appt. @

860-871-2126
In business/parishioner for over 30 years

TAX PREPARATION
Small Business Specialist

Personal Financial Planning

KDL Accounting Services
Richard M. Marchesani, CPA, MBA

120 KATE LANE, TOLLAND, CT  06084

Fax  860/872-0155 ! 860/306-6960

Pietras Family Funeral Homes
36

48

Philip M. Pietras Jessica A. Pietras

Small & Pietras 
Funeral Home

65 Elm Street
Rockville, CT 06066

(860) 875-0703

Burke-Fortin 
Funeral Home
76 Prospect Street

Rockville, CT 06066
(860) 875-5490

Coventry-Pietras
Funeral Home

2665 Boston Turnpike
Coventry, CT 06238

(860) 742-1255

Tolland Memorial
Funeral Home
375 Merrow Road
Tolland, CT 06084

(860) 875-1415

Licensed Funeral Directors:
Philip M. Pietras ~ Jessica Pietras

Robert J. Binkowski ~ Jennifer E. Arrieta
Jacqueline L. Teske

HOLMES WATKINS
Funeral Home Funeral Home
860-643-2441 860-646-5310

HOWARD M. HOLMES SCOTT B. HOLMES
RICHARD P. HOLMES MARK C. HOLMES

14
10

Family Owned and Operated Since 1973

WWW.PIZZAPEOPLESPIZZA.COM
(860) 643-7570

216 Hartford Turnpike
Vernon, CT 06066

860-454-8888

Russ & Kim Ramsdell

520 Hartford Turnpike
Vernon, CT 06066

Mon.-Sat. 6-2pm, Sun. 7-2pm

Select Seconds LLC
Consignment Furniture & More

Pam Cusanelli, Owner

630 Talcottville Rd., Plaza 83 / Rte. 83
Vernon, CT 06066

860-871-2682
860-558-2857 - Cell

select-seconds@comcast.net

• Remote Control Racing 
• Parts and Accessories 

• Birthday Parties

RC Raceway
458 Talcottville Road, Vernon, CT 06066

860-875-1305
fastandfunrc@gmail.com

OPEN TUES. - SUNDAY

RJ MAHER & ASSOCIATES
Personal, Local Insurance

Professionals
AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

Let Us Do The Shopping For You
Get An Instant Quote Now At:

www.rjmaher.com
860-646-3000

1230 Hartford Tpke., Vernon

“Visit our website...”

860 647-8000
www.AnneMillerRealEstate.com

Homes    Condos     
Multi-Families    Commercial

22
71

REAL ESTATE


